Deerfield Public Schools to Offer New Kindergarten Option


Deerfield Schools will be offering a new kindergarten program called “Kindergarten Connect” beginning next school year.  The Kindergarten Connect program will give parents a choice and flexibility of choosing between a traditional half-day program and an all-day, everyday kindergarten.


All kindergarten students will be part of the regular half-day kindergarten program.  At a parent’s request, a child can be part of the “Kindergarten Connect.”  This program will be available at no cost to the parents.  The “Connect” will be an afternoon academic program that will be used to review, reinforce, and enrich all the things that the children are learning in kindergarten.  The afternoon “Kindergarten Connect” will be taught by a certified teacher with a master’s degree in early childhood education.


The “Kindergarten Connect” program is a great opportunity for parents who feel their child may not be ready for a full day of school to start the year.  A child may begin the year in the traditional half-day program, and when it is determined at some point during the year that they will be ready for a full day, parents will have the option of moving them into the full day, “Kindergarten Connect” program at that time.  As a parent you will be able to decide, with help of the teachers, when your child will be ready for a full day program.  When they are ready, they can move at that time.  You do not need to make that decision at the beginning of the year.


Another option available with this program will be to allow those students that will only be in the half-day program the opportunity to participate in the lunch program and eat lunch at school with their classmates.  This will give your child the added bonus of developing interpersonal relationship skills outside of the regular classroom setting.


In addition to the added academic opportunities and assistance that students will receive in the “Kindergarten Connect” program, students will also be participating in a variety of music, art, physical education, and movement classes to enrich their educational experience.


If you have a child who will be age 5 by December 1, 2007, your child is eligible for the “Kindergarten Connect” program.  If you are interested in this program, or have questions, please stop in to the school office or call 447-3015.

